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in poverty and English learners, when fully phased in, 
will cost an additional $5 billion. Our proposal to fund 
targeted expansion of preschool will cost $1.1 billion. 

We have an opportunity, in the coming years, to make 
a down payment on the system we propose. Based 
on the most recently available economic projections 
(May Revision 2007), the state’s education budget 
will grow beyond base costs by $6–7 billion over the 
next six years under Proposition 98. Because these 
dollars will come at a time when enrollment is forecast 
to be relatively flat, California has an extraordinary 
opportunity to use this money to implement these 
recommendations and so help produce the type of 
achievement that our students deserve — provided, of 
course, that the new investments are not used simply 
to perpetuate and expand a flawed system. 

We envision a public education system that educates all 
students well and is committed to a cycle of continuous 
improvement. With student learning the focus of 
every action, our new system will build a powerful 
linkage among well-prepared, effective teachers 
and administrators; a funding process that targets 

resources fairly and rewards results; and a governance 
and accountability framework that allows those closest 
to students to make the key decisions, but intervenes 
when necessary to ensure that every student is being 
served. Such a system will embrace the use of data 
and information — to drive needed changes, to keep 
parents and the public informed, and to hold itself 
accountable for steady gains, year after year.  

We are confident that California is ready for changes 
of this magnitude. Year after year, the public tells us 
that education is one of their highest priorities; they 
understand that a good education is the gateway 
to a good life and prosperous, vibrant communities. 
We have a Governor who has demonstrated strong 
leadership on issues ranging from stem cell research 
to global warming. We have a Legislature that has 
indicated an eagerness to improve our schools. We 
have some of the country’s strongest standards, most 
committed educators, and most talented students. 
With the public and our leaders aimed at creating a 
new system by which our schools improve continuously 
over time toward the high standards we have set for all 
children, we cannot fail, and we must not.

Combining common sense and courage, let’s work together to build on these strengths, 
make no excuses, and do what it takes to once again become the nation’s leader in creating 
opportunity for our children and hope for our future. 
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