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Instructions for Submitting Letters

Thank you for submitting the following seven letters.  Please follow the following instructions, so that they will be accepted by the governor’s and legislator’s offices:

1. Write your name and address at the bottom of each of the seven letters, either by:

a. Typing in Word and then printing, or

b. Printing and handwriting

2. Sign each letter

3. Bring the seven signed letters to your school office by 3:00 p.m., Tues., Feb. 26, 2008 
Members of Alameda PTA Council will deliver the letters to Sacramento on Wed., Feb. 27, 2008.

Should you have questions, please email or call your school’s PTA President or:
Trish Spencer
Alameda PTA Council, Pres.

jadetree@alamedanet.net
510-769-9143

Bringing large stacks of letters to legislators does make a difference.

Thank you for taking a few moments to help convince the Governor and key legislators
 to focus on children.

February, 2008


Re: Budget Proposal

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor, State of California

State Capitol Building, 1st Floor

Sacramento, CA.  95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The projected $14.5 billion deficit obviously presents an enormous challenge.  However, the cuts to education and social services proposed by you will be devastating to children and jeopardize the well being of our families, our communities and the strength of our economy. I urge you to modify your budget proposal to:

· Prevent the suspension of Proposition 98 minimum funding limits

· Implement the recommendations of recent adequacy studies to stabilize and increase revenues 

According to a report released by Education Week, California spends $1,892 less per student than the national average, and because California primarily depends on income taxes (rather than property taxes like almost all other states) the budget fluctuates widely with the economy.  Any fat in education disappeared years ago during previous state budget funding crises.  All analyses of California’s education system, including the report of your Advisory Committee on Education Excellence, agree that California must have a stable funding system in which billions of dollars more are invested annually on education to produce graduates prepared with the skills necessary to help California compete in the 21st Century global economy.

The magnitude of the proposed budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools and they are fundamentally inconsistent with the state’s goal of improving student achievement. A $4.4 billion cut to Proposition 98 would mean laying off tens of thousands of teachers and increasing class sizes throughout the state (already among the highest in the nation) It would also mean the elimination of important student programs, and further erosion of the support system for students provided by counselors, classified and paraprofessional staff.  
Voters passed Proposition 98 almost 20 years ago to ensure our students and schools receive a minimum, guaranteed base funding level.  Voters strongly reaffirmed their support for Proposition 98 in 2005.  In addition, the courts have twice affirmed the will of the voters.  Any proposals to suspend Proposition 98 clearly would jeopardize the minimum education funding levels that it was designed to protect.

A state budget proposal that looks at cuts alone is not a real solution, because it does not address California’s underlying problem of inadequate and unstable revenue sources. We cannot talk about spending cuts without also talking about increasing revenues.  Children are the seedbed of our economy.  Both Republican and Democratic governors have recognized this, including Pat Brown, Ronald Reagan and Pete Wilson.

I urge you to enact a balanced budget that gives top priority to investing in our children and continues the momentum of educational improvement that has been built since the late 1990s.  Anything less is a giant step backwards and simply unacceptable.
Very truly yours, 

February, 2008


Re: Budget Proposal
The Honorable Don Perata

President Pro Tempore

California State Senate

State Capitol Building, Room 205

Sacramento, CA.  95814


Dear Senator Perata:

The projected $14.5 billion deficit obviously presents an enormous challenge.  However, the cuts to education and social services proposed by the Governor will be devastating to children and jeopardize the well being of our families, our communities and the strength of our economy. I urge you to act decisively to:

· Prevent the suspension of Proposition 98 minimum funding limits

· Implement the recommendations of recent adequacy studies to stabilize and increase revenues 

According to a report released by Education Week, California spends $1,892 less per student than the national average, and because California primarily depends on income taxes (rather than property taxes like almost all other states) the budget fluctuates widely with the economy.  Any fat in education disappeared years ago during previous state budget funding crises.  All analyses of California’s education system, including the report of your Advisory Committee on Education Excellence, agree that California must have a stable funding system in which billions of dollars more are invested annually on education to produce graduates prepared with the skills necessary to help California compete in the 21st Century global economy.

The magnitude of the proposed budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools and they are fundamentally inconsistent with the state’s goal of improving student achievement. A $4.4 billion cut to Proposition 98 would mean laying off tens of thousands of teachers and increasing class sizes throughout the state (already among the highest in the nation) It would also mean the elimination of important student programs, and further erosion of the support system for students provided by counselors, classified and paraprofessional staff.  
Voters passed Proposition 98 almost 20 years ago to ensure our students and schools receive a minimum, guaranteed base funding level.  Voters strongly reaffirmed their support for Proposition 98 in 2005.  In addition, the courts have twice affirmed the will of the voters.  Any proposals to suspend Proposition 98 clearly would jeopardize the minimum education funding levels that it was designed to protect.

A state budget proposal that looks at cuts alone is not a real solution, because it does not address California’s underlying problem of inadequate and unstable revenue sources. We cannot talk about spending cuts without also talking about increasing revenues.  Children are the seedbed of our economy.  Both Republican and Democratic governors have recognized this, including Pat Brown, Ronald Reagan and Pete Wilson.

I urge you to enact a balanced budget that gives top priority to investing in our children and continues the momentum of educational improvement that has been built since the late 1990s.  Anything less is a giant step backwards and simply unacceptable.
Very truly yours, 

February, 2008


Re: Budget Proposal

Assemblymember Sandré Swanson 
Sixteenth Assembly District

State Capitol Building, Room 2204
Sacramento, CA.  94209
Dear Assemblymember Swanson:

The projected $14.5 billion deficit obviously presents an enormous challenge.  However, the cuts to education and social services proposed by the Governor will be devastating to children and jeopardize the well being of our families, our communities and the strength of our economy. I urge you to act decisively to:

· Prevent the suspension of Proposition 98 minimum funding limits

· Implement the recommendations of recent adequacy studies to stabilize and increase revenues 

According to a report released by Education Week, California spends $1,892 less per student than the national average, and because California primarily depends on income taxes (rather than property taxes like almost all other states) the budget fluctuates widely with the economy.  Any fat in education disappeared years ago during previous state budget funding crises.  All analyses of California’s education system, including the report of your Advisory Committee on Education Excellence, agree that California must have a stable funding system in which billions of dollars more are invested annually on education to produce graduates prepared with the skills necessary to help California compete in the 21st Century global economy.

The magnitude of the proposed budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools and they are fundamentally inconsistent with the state’s goal of improving student achievement. A $4.4 billion cut to Proposition 98 would mean laying off tens of thousands of teachers and increasing class sizes throughout the state (already among the highest in the nation) It would also mean the elimination of important student programs, and further erosion of the support system for students provided by counselors, classified and paraprofessional staff.  
Voters passed Proposition 98 almost 20 years ago to ensure our students and schools receive a minimum, guaranteed base funding level.  Voters strongly reaffirmed their support for Proposition 98 in 2005.  In addition, the courts have twice affirmed the will of the voters.  Any proposals to suspend Proposition 98 clearly would jeopardize the minimum education funding levels that it was designed to protect.

A state budget proposal that looks at cuts alone is not a real solution, because it does not address California’s underlying problem of inadequate and unstable revenue sources. We cannot talk about spending cuts without also talking about increasing revenues.  Children are the seedbed of our economy.  Both Republican and Democratic governors have recognized this, including Pat Brown, Ronald Reagan and Pete Wilson.

I appreciate the efforts that you have made over the years to fully fund equalization. I urge you to enact a balanced budget that gives top priority to investing in our children and continues the momentum of educational improvement that has been built since the late 1990s.  Anything less is a giant step backwards and simply unacceptable.
Very truly yours, 

February, 2008


Re: Budget Proposal
The Honorable Dick Ackerman

Senate Republican Leader

California State Senate

State Capitol Building, Room 305

Sacramento, CA.  95814


Dear Senator Ackerman:

The projected $14.5 billion deficit obviously presents an enormous challenge.  However, the cuts to education and social services proposed by the Governor will be devastating to children and jeopardize the well being of our families, our communities and the strength of our economy. I urge you to act decisively to:

· Prevent the suspension of Proposition 98 minimum funding limits

· Implement the recommendations of recent adequacy studies to stabilize and increase revenues 

According to a report released by Education Week, California spends $1,892 less per student than the national average, and because California primarily depends on income taxes (rather than property taxes like almost all other states) the budget fluctuates widely with the economy.  Any fat in education disappeared years ago during previous state budget funding crises.  All analyses of California’s education system, including the report of your Advisory Committee on Education Excellence, agree that California must have a stable funding system in which billions of dollars more are invested annually on education to produce graduates prepared with the skills necessary to help California compete in the 21st Century global economy.

The magnitude of the proposed budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools and they are fundamentally inconsistent with the state’s goal of improving student achievement. A $4.4 billion cut to Proposition 98 would mean laying off tens of thousands of teachers and increasing class sizes throughout the state (already among the highest in the nation) It would also mean the elimination of important student programs, and further erosion of the support system for students provided by counselors, classified and paraprofessional staff.  
Voters passed Proposition 98 almost 20 years ago to ensure our students and schools receive a minimum, guaranteed base funding level.  Voters strongly reaffirmed their support for Proposition 98 in 2005.  In addition, the courts have twice affirmed the will of the voters.  Any proposals to suspend Proposition 98 clearly would jeopardize the minimum education funding levels that it was designed to protect.

A state budget proposal that looks at cuts alone is not a real solution, because it does not address California’s underlying problem of inadequate and unstable revenue sources. We cannot talk about spending cuts without also talking about increasing revenues.  Children are the seedbed of our economy.  Both Republican and Democratic governors have recognized this, including Pat Brown, Ronald Reagan and Pete Wilson.

I urge you to enact a balanced budget that gives top priority to investing in our children and continues the momentum of educational improvement that has been built since the late 1990s.  Anything less is a giant step backwards and simply unacceptable.
Very truly yours, 

February, 2008


Re: Budget Proposal

Senator Tom Torlakson

Senate District 07

State Capitol Building, Room 5050

Sacramento, CA.  95814

Dear Senator Torlakson:

The projected $14.5 billion deficit obviously presents an enormous challenge.  However, the cuts to education and social services proposed by the Governor will be devastating to children and jeopardize the well being of our families, our communities and the strength of our economy. I urge you to act decisively to:

· Prevent the suspension of Proposition 98 minimum funding limits

· Implement the recommendations of recent adequacy studies to stabilize and increase revenues 

According to a report released by Education Week, California spends $1,892 less per student than the national average, and because California primarily depends on income taxes (rather than property taxes like almost all other states) the budget fluctuates widely with the economy.  Any fat in education disappeared years ago during previous state budget funding crises.  All analyses of California’s education system, including the report of your Advisory Committee on Education Excellence, agree that California must have a stable funding system in which billions of dollars more are invested annually on education to produce graduates prepared with the skills necessary to help California compete in the 21st Century global economy.

The magnitude of the proposed budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools and they are fundamentally inconsistent with the state’s goal of improving student achievement. A $4.4 billion cut to Proposition 98 would mean laying off tens of thousands of teachers and increasing class sizes throughout the state (already among the highest in the nation) It would also mean the elimination of important student programs, and further erosion of the support system for students provided by counselors, classified and paraprofessional staff.  
Voters passed Proposition 98 almost 20 years ago to ensure our students and schools receive a minimum, guaranteed base funding level.  Voters strongly reaffirmed their support for Proposition 98 in 2005.  In addition, the courts have twice affirmed the will of the voters.  Any proposals to suspend Proposition 98 clearly would jeopardize the minimum education funding levels that it was designed to protect.

A state budget proposal that looks at cuts alone is not a real solution, because it does not address California’s underlying problem of inadequate and unstable revenue sources. We cannot talk about spending cuts without also talking about increasing revenues.  Children are the seedbed of our economy.  Both Republican and Democratic governors have recognized this, including Pat Brown, Ronald Reagan and Pete Wilson.

I urge you to enact a balanced budget that gives top priority to investing in our children and continues the momentum of educational improvement that has been built since the late 1990s.  Anything less is a giant step backwards and simply unacceptable.
Very truly yours, 

February, 2008


Re: Budget Proposal
The Honorable Fabian Núñez

Speaker of the Assembly

California State Assembly

State Capitol Building, Room 219

Sacramento, CA.  95814


Dear Speaker Núñez:

The projected $14.5 billion deficit obviously presents an enormous challenge.  However, the cuts to education and social services proposed by the Governor will be devastating to children and jeopardize the well being of our families, our communities and the strength of our economy. I urge you to act decisively to:

· Prevent the suspension of Proposition 98 minimum funding limits

· Implement the recommendations of recent adequacy studies to stabilize and increase revenues 

According to a report released by Education Week, California spends $1,892 less per student than the national average, and because California primarily depends on income taxes (rather than property taxes like almost all other states) the budget fluctuates widely with the economy.  Any fat in education disappeared years ago during previous state budget funding crises.  All analyses of California’s education system, including the report of your Advisory Committee on Education Excellence, agree that California must have a stable funding system in which billions of dollars more are invested annually on education to produce graduates prepared with the skills necessary to help California compete in the 21st Century global economy.

The magnitude of the proposed budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools and they are fundamentally inconsistent with the state’s goal of improving student achievement. A $4.4 billion cut to Proposition 98 would mean laying off tens of thousands of teachers and increasing class sizes throughout the state (already among the highest in the nation) It would also mean the elimination of important student programs, and further erosion of the support system for students provided by counselors, classified and paraprofessional staff.  
Voters passed Proposition 98 almost 20 years ago to ensure our students and schools receive a minimum, guaranteed base funding level.  Voters strongly reaffirmed their support for Proposition 98 in 2005.  In addition, the courts have twice affirmed the will of the voters.  Any proposals to suspend Proposition 98 clearly would jeopardize the minimum education funding levels that it was designed to protect.

A state budget proposal that looks at cuts alone is not a real solution, because it does not address California’s underlying problem of inadequate and unstable revenue sources. We cannot talk about spending cuts without also talking about increasing revenues.  Children are the seedbed of our economy.  Both Republican and Democratic governors have recognized this, including Pat Brown, Ronald Reagan and Pete Wilson.

I urge you to enact a balanced budget that gives top priority to investing in our children and continues the momentum of educational improvement that has been built since the late 1990s.  Anything less is a giant step backwards and simply unacceptable.
Very truly yours, 


February, 2008


Re: Budget Proposal
The Honorable Michael N. Villines

Assembly Minority Leader

California State Assembly

State Capitol, Room 3104

Sacramento, CA. 94249-0029

Dear Assemblyman Villines:

The projected $14.5 billion deficit obviously presents an enormous challenge.  However, the cuts to education and social services proposed by the Governor will be devastating to children and jeopardize the well being of our families, our communities and the strength of our economy. I urge you to act decisively to:

· Prevent the suspension of Proposition 98 minimum funding limits

· Implement the recommendations of recent adequacy studies to stabilize and increase revenues 

According to a report released by Education Week, California spends $1,892 less per student than the national average, and because California primarily depends on income taxes (rather than property taxes like almost all other states) the budget fluctuates widely with the economy.  Any fat in education disappeared years ago during previous state budget funding crises.  All analyses of California’s education system, including the report of your Advisory Committee on Education Excellence, agree that California must have a stable funding system in which billions of dollars more are invested annually on education to produce graduates prepared with the skills necessary to help California compete in the 21st Century global economy.

The magnitude of the proposed budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools and they are fundamentally inconsistent with the state’s goal of improving student achievement. A $4.4 billion cut to Proposition 98 would mean laying off tens of thousands of teachers and increasing class sizes throughout the state (already among the highest in the nation) It would also mean the elimination of important student programs, and further erosion of the support system for students provided by counselors, classified and paraprofessional staff.  
Voters passed Proposition 98 almost 20 years ago to ensure our students and schools receive a minimum, guaranteed base funding level.  Voters strongly reaffirmed their support for Proposition 98 in 2005.  In addition, the courts have twice affirmed the will of the voters.  Any proposals to suspend Proposition 98 clearly would jeopardize the minimum education funding levels that it was designed to protect.

A state budget proposal that looks at cuts alone is not a real solution, because it does not address California’s underlying problem of inadequate and unstable revenue sources. We cannot talk about spending cuts without also talking about increasing revenues.  Children are the seedbed of our economy.  Both Republican and Democratic governors have recognized this, including Pat Brown, Ronald Reagan and Pete Wilson.

I urge you to enact a balanced budget that gives top priority to investing in our children and continues the momentum of educational improvement that has been built since the late 1990s.  Anything less is a giant step backwards and simply unacceptable.
Very truly yours, 
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