Alameda PTA Council Written Reports

October 4, 2006


Reflections Update:
Submitted by Pam Chang (rileychang@aol.com)

AHS, Bay Farm, Earhart, Edison, Lincoln and Lum are involved in the program again.  Paden is back after a year's absence and Franklin and Wood are participating for the first time. Otis is introducing Reflections at a booth during their fall Carnival.  Both Haight and Washington are expanding the program school-wide.

I am still in contact with all our other schools to make this a truly Island-wide program.  There is still time to get the program up and running.  If anyone has questions, please contact Pam Chang at 
rileychang@aol.com

Just a reminder: all unit finalists are due at the PTA Council level on Monday, Nov. 27

Electives (including World Languages) at Middle and High Schools:
 Submitted by Trish Spencer (jadetree@alamedanet.net)


After electives (including French, journalism and yearbook) were cut this year from Wood, parents appeared before the Board.  At the 9/26 Board meeting, Debbie Wong, Assistant Superintendent, presented a report on the status of course offerings, including current course offerings  “Chipman (Band, Art, Spanish, Japanese), Wood (Band, Drama, Spanish, Woodshop, Leadership), and Lincoln (Band, Art, Spanish, French, Journalism, Woodshop and Leadership).”  “Next Steps… Re-evaluate current elective offerings for next year….”  She confirmed that Japanese is not offered at high school.  I believe other electives such as drama, outdoor ed, and engineering may also be offered at Lincoln.

Enrollment Improvement:
Submitted by Trish Spencer & Alaina Stewart (alainaaftonstewart@yahoo.com 523-2817) 



Alaina, an Earhart parent, along with other parents, appeared before the Board regarding overenrollment in classes that required students to be moved to other classes and schools at the beginning of this school year.  She’s been in contact with Mr. Dave Dierking, who is open to working with PTAC and parents to improve the District’s enrollment policy to minimize disruption to students.  Currently, she is contacting other Districts about their enrollment practices.  Please contact Trish Spencer or Alaina Stewart if you’re interested in this issue.
Earhart PTA Report:
Submitted by Peggy Allan-Forbes (soko1492@yahoo.com)

We had a great start at Earhart this school year. Earhart "officially" ended our membership drive on Friday,September 29th.  We exceeded our goal by approximately 20%. Our direct donation drive was very successful. We increased our membership by 11% to 465 members.  We are also completing the purchase of the remaining needed disaster supplies.  We will be hosting a disaster preparedness roundtable/brainstorming meeting later in October. 

People who signed up on the Disaster list will be included.  If anyone else is interested  contact Lisa Robles at robles.lisa@hotmail.com. Other highlights at Earhart include our new Dad's club (65 dad's signed up!), new art program which includes visiting artists, Bookfair set for the week of Nov 13, and an ever growing EScrip program. Overall we are very thankful to the Earhart staff and community for all their hard work and support in getting the 06/07
school year off to a great start.
Edison PTA Report:
Submitted by Catherine Atkin (catkin@preschoolcalifornia.org)

The Edison community is in full swing.  With our membership drive still underway, our school has 372 students and 219 new PTA members.   We have already had two assemblies during the school day and an Art Yowza Family Night.  Our Dad’s club is more than 60 dads strong and will be assisting with the Fall Festival later this month and is planning a wine country bus tour and sweethearts dinner.  Our recess coordinator and volunteers have created a comprehensive recess program including new approaches to guiding the children and their activities.  Coming up soon the PTA is co-sponsoring a Family Game Night with the Cub Scouts on October 20th.  We will also be holding our Fall Festival on October 24th and the Scholastic Book Fair will run from November 13 – 17.   Many thanks to the parents, teachers and staff for all their hard work in support of the Edison community.
Henry Haight PTA Report:

Submitted by Tim West (westwind@att.net)



Well things at Haight School have settled down.  We had our back to school night in where we introduced our new Principal, Ms Margaret Harris. I was on the interview committee with one other parent and two teachers. Back to school night went well except that we had a large turn out, but was in a small auditorium.  

 
To my understanding all of the classrooms do not have computers up and running and that the media center is only partly running. 


Our major issue at this time is the busing of the students to and from Haight.  The parents are not happy with the arrangements; however at last nights PTA meeting, we addressed the issues with the principal who said that she would address all the parents concerns.  Also with the rainy season upon us, we have no covered areas for either parents or students.  

 

Lum PTA Report:

Submitted by Cynthia Yu (owyang_yu@sbcglobal.net) 


Lum School has approximately 526 students.  226 members have signed up so far for membership.  In the past, we held an ice cream party for the first class to attain 100%.  Instead of an ice cream party, as we must maintain healthy habits and sweets are not allowed, we will give each class that receives 100% membership an extra recess to be supervised by the PTA.  In addition, ALL classes that receive 100% will receive a cash donation to the classroom from the PTA. 

Fall Family Night will be held on October 26th, 2006, to coincide with our Book Fair.  The theme this year will be Halloween.  Plans are being held to have a haunted house, and several fun activities held in classrooms.  The activities will be arts and crafts related, or possibly making a snack.  Some thoughts are painting mini pumpkins, live music performances, cookie decorating, spooky Halloween story readings in the Media Center, and ending with a costume parade with the children marching across the stage.  

We are very happy that our new principal, Katie Lyon, is very supportive of the PTA and would like to work closely with us.  We are trying to come up with new ideas on how to boost participation in PTA meetings, having more parent involvement and coming up with fun activities in addition to fundraisers.  As bake sales are no longer allowed, we are contemplating purchasing a popcorn machine and selling popcorn once a month after school.  The Art Docent Program is going strong and we have many volunteers.  We are currently working on starting up our After School Enrichment Programs.  Some of the classes we held last year were cooking/baking classes, cheerleading, dancing, model clay art, and analyzing/reviewing old films, all of which were very popular.

 

Otis PTA Report:    
 Submitted by Nicky Tobin (nicky.tobin@alamedanet.net)


On September 16th Otis had our 5th annual Back to School Picnic Social.  It was a fun potluck event with traditional picnic games for kids (and a few adults) such as, musical chairs, jell-o eating contest and potato sack races.  We displayed a prototype of our new carnival booths and a ball bouncing game.  We encouraged people to join e-script by putting a signup postcard in 15 year-old PTA cookbooks (found in one of the classrooms) and passed them out.  They were a huge hit for the Alameda natives, and long-standing Otis families.  
 
Also displayed at the picnic was our donation tree.  An owl on a branch moves up the tree toward our goal.  We are updating it every Friday.  Our goal is $16,000 but after the first month, we are hoping to make $10,000.  We will be making an effort to determine if there is more potential, or if this amount is what should be expected in the future.  We are currently at 140 members, and hope to get up to 200 before the end of the month.


Our Carnival is scheduled for Oct. 21.  We will be trying to lighten the volunteer load by hiring a food vendor to sell food and refreshments.  Also new this year is an apple booth featuring caramel apples and an apple pie contest, and a plant sale to benefit landscaping efforts.  Lincoln Middle school band will kick off the event with a march down Calhoun.  We will have other musical guests, the traditional carnival games, and a petting zoo, to name a few of the attractions.  This event has been a strictly social event in the past, but now that all prizes and other items are donated, we make $2 - 3,000 profit which will go toward small skills group and assemblies.  


The beginning of the year saw a lot of adjustments.  We have a new principal (Mr. Knoth from Washington).  Kindergarten was over enrolled by 9.  We took 3 kids from Edison, and made a 4th kindergarten class.  3rd grade was over-enrolled, but is at capacity now.


Would like to know if all schools have the same policy re: birthday party treats, and if these policies are in writing?  Also thought it would be a great idea if the district had a page on their site that lists alternative (fun) ideas for treats. 
Paden School PTA Report -
Submitted by Guisela Rischard (peach39@gmail.com)


Paden School has approximately 375 students right now and our membership for PTA is about 145. We started our school year with breakfast for the parents in the first day, and the Back to School night in the same week.  Our first PTA meeting was a success with our timekeeper and a good agenda to follow through with a great attendance. After that we had Back to School Teacher Luncheon to welcome our great team of teachers.  Our Art Docent group is growing this year with more parents joining.  Our Enrichment classes are going in a good speed with several classes full already. We had a lot of fun on our first family night when parents and children came for a movie night with popcorn. It was a big party. 


On Sunday October 1st we had our 3rd Circus for the Art in Schools with a great attendance and 2 wonderful shows that were put together by parents and friends. It was a big event that brought together all Alameda families. We are achieving our goal each year and having a great response from the audience.


We were able to have the Walk and Roll to school day today regardless of the weather, with a good crowd.


Upcoming, we have the Multicultural night next Thursday, an event organized by the teachers helped by parents, and our biggest fundraiser Walk-a-thon on October 18th during the school day. It’s a lot of fun with the families participating.


For November we are having the Book Fair on the last week during Parent Teacher Conference.  We started a great year so far and counting on our parents and teachers to succeed.

Washington Elementary PTA Report:
Submitted by Missy Connolly (damconnolly@earthlink.net)

Nearly 50 members signed up so far.  We have a Haunted house and pumpkin painting social scheduled for October 27th at 6:00 pm.  School year is off to a good start and everyone seems to be working well with our new Principal, Mr. Tam.  

We have been getting a lot of complaints from parents about the lack of a drop off/pick up zone.  Police are issuing tickets and parents are struggling to get the kids out in time to go to work.  We would like to see what works at other schools that don’t have a dedicated loop or parking lot.  

Some questions about fairness about modernization funds.  It is rumored that newer schools get to use the money for playground equipment while older schools like Washington have to renew boilers and windows.  We are working with PE teachers to design a playground layout that would allow us to put in some tether ball poles and wall ball walls if we can come up with the money to buy them.  Washington is working on their sister school relationship with Bay Farm Elementary and currently working with teachers to see if we can extend the arts and reflections programs to more than one grade.  

We are participating in the Wal-Mart plastic bag recycling program that allows schools to collect plastic shopping bags to be recycled and Wal-Mart will give the school $5 for each 60 gal bag filled.

Chipman Middle PTA Report:

Submitted by Stephenie Northington (snorthington@alamedanet.net;  

 
We have 610 students and so far we have 85 PTA members.  We now have an excellent committee put together focusing on membership and we will begin our Membership Drive on October 16th.  This year we have several parents who have stepped up and really want to be involved in our PTA.  These parents will make a huge difference in our PTA activities for the year.   We have begun our George Jackson Fundraiser, which historically has been our most successful fundraiser.  Our plan is to hold 4 teacher appreciations during the school year.  We were able to give each teacher in the school a check so they were able to purchase supplies for their classrooms.  We will begin a PTA Newsletter this month.     

 
Our school is in desperate need of several things, including a new, safe heating system, upgraded restrooms, new paint, etc.  Many items were not completed at Chipman during modernization due to the high costs of the retro-fit and roof on the multi-purpose room.  Many other schools have received new paint jobs, nice landscaping and freshly paved parking lots and playgrounds.  While Chipman sits with an unsafe heating system and outdated bathrooms.  Does that make sense?  Our question is, why would painting and landscaping at other schools  come before health and safety concerns?  If you drive from one end of the island to the other you can watch the schools deteriorate all the way from Bay Farm to Chipman, which is probably in the worst condition.  We all learn early on “not the judge a book by its cover”.  But, we still do it.  Although Chipman has amazing teachers, awesome administrators and caring staff, what is the first thing that people will judge us by?  The way our school looks.  If you go to any school on Bay Farm you would look at the school and not even think twice about sending your child there, but people do think twice about sending their child to Chipman.  Our School District should be ashamed to have such obvious inequalities throughout the District.  Other concerns have been brought up such as the amount of electives each school has and while it is true that Chipman has the least we recognize that is an issue that will need much thought to resolve.  The physical condition on the other hand needs no thought.  The funds are there, put them to use.

 
Our school has many single-parent families, homeless families, families with non-English speaking parents.  These are people who may not be comfortable or able to attend a meeting, probably don’t have computers at home to look up what’s going on and send an email to the District in support of our school.   I’m sure we have the most families working 2 or 3 jobs to support themselves, how much time could they possibly have to attend a meeting?  For all of these reasons I am asking that the PTA Council help us speak up.  Put the funds that are already there to use where they are needed most.  We have health and safety concerns that should come first, but we too need a school that children and families can be proud of!  Our children deserve the best, just like every child.   

 

Lincoln Middle School report –

Submitted by Cathy Quilici (Cathypeloquin@alamedanet.net)
 
There have been a lot of PTA and School sponsored activities at Lincoln since the beginning of school on August 28th!  First of all, we had our 2nd Day Coffee on the 29th of August and over 100 parents and guardians showed up for this event!  A great turnout!  We used the 2nd Day Coffee to really push PTA and also for parents/guardians to consider volunteering for next year as most of the officers this year are leaving the school.  

 
This year, LMS decided to go to a direct donation approach to gaining money for our programs.  This is consistent with what all of the feeder elementary schools are doing.  So far, we have been very successful.  As of 9/21, we had a total of 482 members.  With Lincoln's student population of 964, we have a little over half of our parents members in the PTA.  We also raised $19,000 in direct donations and memberships.  A very strong response for our first year.  We are continuing with Magazine Sales as a secondary fundraiser and that program kicked off 9/28.  

 
The PTA is focusing on parent programs for the 2006/2007 school year.  We had Michael Simon, a well known family therapist, discuss bullying on September 20th.  About 35 people came for the event.  Unfortunately, we had conflicts with Alameda High School Back to School Night and Wood Middle School PTA but it was the only time we could get him early in the school year.  On October 11th, we have asked Officer De Warns to speak about Internet Safety to parents.  Wood Middle School had him speak last May 31 but that conflicted with Lincoln's Open House.  The next day, October 12th, there will be a student assembly with Officer De Warns.  The PTA is sponsoring the assembly.

 
At the beginning of the school year, there were some issues with ticketing of parents because of lane changes on Fernside.  We are monitoring this situation to determine if changes need to be made at City of Alameda level.  I have not heard any complaints recently, so perhaps this issue has been resolved by parents understanding the lane changes.

 
Preparations for the 8th Grade Close Up Program are underway.  Approximately, 150-200 parents/guardians attended the meeting on September 26th.

 
Lincoln is very interested in the Wood Middle School elimination of French.  Leslye Alexander, Judith Goodwin and myself attended the Board of Education meeting where this was addressed.  

 
The modernization that begun at Lincoln a year or so ago is almost complete.  Lincoln looks terrific!

 
Would like to know issues other schools have had regarding marquees....

 

Wood Middle School Unit Report 

Submitted by Louise Reed (Louise_Reed@sbcglobal.net)

It's been extremely busy at Wood since school began.  We started off the year without 4 teachers (2 math, 2 science).  The last of which just started this week.  Lots of kids with rotating subs.   Because of this, the staff has started  Saturday, Tuesday and Thursday tutoring sessions, making sure the kids don't fall behind.  Parents are very concerned.  The elimination of French is another issues that parents are concerned about - PTA has gotten many signatures on our French petition.  We have also had some parent and student grumbling over a strictly enforced Dress Code.  The PTA and principal have agreed to create a committee of teachers, parents and students to review the new Dress Code and make recommendations for changing if needed.  We talked about these things for over 2 hours at our first meeting. 


PTA Activities


We had our Back to School Bar-b-que in August for all the teachers.  Everyone had a great time. We are about to conclude our membership drive.  We have 153 new members so far.  That's 51 members more than last year. We are starting up the Reflections program this year.  We decided to focus on the 6th graders to make sure the program will work. The request for funds from the staff went out yesterday.  They have until October 16th to put in any requests. We have made appearances at Back to School Night and 6th Grade Success Night. In addition to finalizing this year's fundraisers, Sandra Paz, Owner of Red Door Studios, will be our speaker at our October 18th meeting.  She'll talk about Art Projects with Middle Schoolers (we needed something fun).  We are raffling off some art supplies.
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