Alameda PTA Council Unit Reports for October 25, 2006
Otis Elementary

This month was all about our Fall Carnival, which was a huge success.  We were right-on with our budgeted income and expenses, but most importantly, we felt a big boost in school pride.  We had new booths constructed, and used EZ-up shades in a bigger way.  Many products and services were donated, including all the prizes.  We had a food vendor this year, which lightened up the volunteer load.  Musicians, including Lincoln's marching band, and talented parents, provided us with music throughout the event.  
 

On an other note, it looks like we will meet our goal of 200 members, but our direct donations fell way below the mark.  We were hoping to raise $16,000, but will only make around $7,000.  This may be due to missed marketing oportunities, or the fact that we have a high rate of adopt-a-classroom.  We'll realize our potential more when we try again next year.  In the mean time, we will be selling cookie dough and hosting other events to make up the shortfall.
 

It seems that our PTA is experiencing a growth in involvement and resources, so we will be more clearly defining our goals and general priorities at our next meeting.  Looking forward to sharing with you next month.
Lincoln Middle School
 

Our direct donation and membership campaign was very successful.  We raised over $20,000!  Our secondary fundraiser, magazine sales, was also very successful!  In fact, we increased our magazines sales this year from last year.  Kudos to the Membership VP and Magazine Sales Chair, both new to their roles this year.  They did a tremendous job!  Membership VP:  Akemi Allen and Magazine Sales Chair:  Ray Chavez.  Bravo!
 

Our second parent program of the year was held on October 11th with a presentation from Officer DeWarns about Internet Safety.  It was very well attended with about 75 people listening to his excellent speech.  Many parent commented that this should be presented every year.  Officer DeWarns spoke to the students the next day in two assemblies.  I have heard positive feedback from these as well.  This presentation by Officer DeWarns had been delivered at St. Philip Neri the week before Lincoln's, a school about 7 blocks away from Lincoln Middle School.  As a result of this lack of coordination of resources, I contacted the PTA presidents from both St. Philip Neri and St. Joseph's to inquire if they would like to pool resources.  I received an overwhelming "yes".  This will certainly make us look more cohesive from a community standpoint.  More to come on this as we get together to discuss ideas.  In addition, other private schools can be invited too.
 

The Rock and Roll to School program was successful with many students choosing to opt for means other than a car to come to school.  
 

This past month, Lincoln Middle School was, unfortunately, the subject of a media piece.  Although every parent has the right to express concerns, it is unfortunate that this issue reached media attention.  How sad that the good things about Lincoln Middle School were not displayed to the US (yes US!) public:  an outstanding and award winning marching band, a high performing school relative to academics, caring and commited parents and faculty.  This piece will only help families choose private schools over our very good public schools.  Sadly, the parents who objected to the lesson taught in this particular class about swear words, did not attend our internet safety presentation, which presents a much more severe threat to our children. 

Reflections and Red Ribbon Week were rolled out this month.
Washington Elementary:

We exceeded our goal for gifts sales on the Reader’s Digest and brought in around $8,000 for the school.  This has been our biggest fundraising event in the past and it is comforting to know we met the budget.  A few parents have spent the last couple of weekends pulling weeds that were 3 feet high on the Taylor street planter and we still have 2 more days worth of work.  I would like to know how other schools are maintaining public areas around the school so that we can get a longer term solution to the constant weeding problem.  At our last PTA meeting we spent some time discussing bullying and Mr. Tam explained the Caring School Community Curriculum that has been implemented this year.  I’m currently working with traffic advisors on extending and implementing some passenger drop off zones so parents can get their children from the car to the school safely.  We have a community pumpkin painting event and Haunted House this Friday from 6-8:30 pm.  It is open to all, just bring a pumpkin to paint. 
 

Earhart Elementary

Earhart is excited to report that our inaugural Dad's club meeting is this Wednesday. Our lead dad, Pete Rogers, has lots of ideas and plans to make it a successful and fun program for Earhart. Other committees who are planning meetings this month include Outdoor Improvement, Art Program, and Field Trip(surveys were sent out to teachers to find out what supports they need). This years Reflections program has been launched. Our night program chairs are planning for a family movie night Friday, Nov. 3rd and our bookfair kicks off 11/13-11/17. Finally a new protocol has been implimented this year that invites all our teachers to attend at least one PTA meeting, this allows us to get prepectives from all grade levels.

Ruby Bridges Elementary

We are moving along here at Ruby Bridges. We have had 2 PTA meeting that were very successful. We now have over 75 members. Our next meeting will be November 8, 2006 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. We participated in the Walk and Roll to school event. Thanks to all of you who came out to help us with our first one. We are in the middle of getting ready for the Ruby Bridges Dedication on Friday, October 27, 2006. The dedication will be starting at 10:00. This will be a standing room only event. Thank you to all of the schools that have donated items to our school, we really appreciate it. 

Franklin Elementary

Franklin is holding our Second Annual Halloween Spooktacular Event on Friday, October 27th . This event combines our Book Fair with our Haunted Hallway and pumpkin painting events. This event replaced our Halloween carnival that occurred after school because so many families felt they could not participate. This event also concludes our Book Fair which is running this week with open hours after school.

Our Gift Wrap  sales ended last month and we are happy to say that our donation drive went up this year. Last year we implemented a donation drive option for those families that did not want to participate in the Gift Wrap sale but did want to donate to the school. This year, we received approximately $2000 in straight donations in addition to funds raised during the Gift Wrap sale. Next year we are considering moving to a straight donation program at the beginning of the year and would like to talk to those schools already doing this. Please contact Christine Strena if your school is successfully doing this type of fund raising so we can learn from what’d been working for you!

Our Campus Improvements Committee installed new benches around the Oak trees in our playground. This new addition of color and seating has been a bit hit with both parents and students. Other projects in progress include additional artwork for our back fence, and the new entrance on Paru Street to address several traffic safety issues. 

Special thanks to the Alameda Community for your responses after the accident occurred behind our school. Christine Strena will get back to you to speak about what’s working at your schools to deal with traffic and safety issues around your schools. Attached is the letter we sent home to all of our families this week regarding the accident. Please feel free to share this information with your school communities and please contact the names listed in the letter regarding traffic issues at your schools. Collectively, we can make our school safe environments, especially if we all educate the Alameda community at large.

Edison Elementary

Over the past month PTA volunteers have been very busy.  Our garden and art docent programs as well as the homework club are well underway.  The PTA funded recess coordinator continues to recruit more parent participation at recess and develop innovative approaches to creating a positive environment for our kids on the playground.  We had a very successful Innisbrook Gift Wrap and Chocolate sale and parents and children enjoyed a Family Game Night – cosponsored by the Cub Scouts – on the evening of October 20th.   Our Fall Festival is October 24th from 3 – 5 pm with strong participation by the Dads Club.   In November we have a wine bus tour sponsored by the Dads Club and the Scholastic Book Fair from November 13 – 17.  Many thanks to the parents, teachers and staff for all their hard work in support of the Edison community.
