What do we want and why do we want it?  What can Senator Perata do to help AUSD?
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1. Help us help ourselves!  We need a 55% voter approval threshold for future parcel tax ballot measures.  We are committed to working on all possible fronts to increase funding for the needs of Alameda students.  However, we cannot put the current and future financial health of our schools completely in the hands of the State of California.  Our community is increasingly aware of the long-term funding gap between AUSD and other Alameda County school districts.  When we need to ask our community to help us adequately fund Alameda’s schools with a parcel tax ballot measure, we need to increase our chances of victory.  A 55% voter approval threshold will drastically increase our chances of success!  
2. Help us do a better job with what we have!  AUSD currently receives restricted categorical dollars from the State that must be applied to specific State programs. We can do more to increase student achievement if we are allowed to target these restricted dollars to where they will do the most good.  We would like the State to release the spending restrictions and requirements of categorical program dollars and allow us to restructure block grants so that we can 1) provide more effective and efficient intervention services (‘Supplemental Hourly Programs’) to our students and 2) better align resources to support our School Improvement efforts.  (See attached summary ‘Consolidation of Categorical Program Grants.’) 
3. Help us get our fair share!  Why should Alameda students receive less money per student than all but one district in Alameda County?  Why should another Alameda County school district receive $1,000 more per student than AUSD, equating to a $10,000,000 funding differential?  Why have Alameda students had to do with less for more than 25 years?  The State of California has a structural inequity in the way it funds its K-12 public schools.  This inequity was exacerbated with the closing of the Alameda Naval Air Station in 1997 and the loss of up to $3 million a year in federal impact aid.  Please work collaboratively and creatively with our community to develop new and politically acceptable strategies that will result in equal funding for AUSD. 
Consolidation of Categorical Program Grants

Purpose:  Release individual program spending restrictions and requirements in order to access the funding as a whole (user friendly and time management) to increase student achievement. This purpose is consistent with the original intention of the categorical block grants – to increase flexibility and accountability in local decision-making.

1. Create new categorical block grant

	Supplemental Hourly Programs

	Program Name
	Resource Code
	Rationale

	Core Academic (Capped)
	0000
	All of these specifically provide funding to increase the achievement of low performing at-risk students through before, during, and after school intervention.  The first four programs, in particular, require a formula to meet for reimbursement.

	Grades 2-6 Remedial (Capped)
	0000
	

	Grades 2-9 Remedial mandated (Uncapped)
	0000
	

	Grades 7-12 Remedial Mandated (Uncapped)
	0000
	

	CAHSEE Intervention Support Grants
	7055
	

	Supplemental Counseling
	7080
	


2. Expand existing categorical block grant by adding the resources in bold
	School Improvement 

	Program Name
	Resource Code
	Rationale

	School & Library Improvement Grant
	7395
	All of these address supporting the Single School Plan for Student Achievement through improving instructional focus, professional development, core and supplemental instructional materials, support personnel, parent involvement, and services for economically disadvantaged students, English learners, low achievement.

	Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program
	7156
	

	Economic Impact Aid
	7090/7091
	

	ELL Supplemental Instructional Materials
	7157
	

	English Language Acquisition Program
	6286
	


Three Wishes








